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Sharon	
  Holland,	
  Professor	
  of	
  American	
  
Studies	
  at	
  UNC	
  Chapel	
  Hill	
  has	
  been	
  
working	
  on	
  a	
  book	
  project	
  en?tled	
  
“Perishment,”	
  a	
  theore?cal	
  study	
  that	
  
takes	
  German	
  philosopher	
  Mar?n	
  
Heidegger’s	
  no?on	
  that	
  humans	
  “die”	
  
while	
  animals	
  “perish,”	
  and	
  reads	
  across	
  
the	
  theore?cal	
  spectrum	
  of	
  works	
  on	
  
the	
  human/animal	
  dis?nc?on	
  in	
  order	
  
to	
  arrive	
  at	
  a	
  fundamental	
  ques?on:	
  
what	
  is	
  the	
  rela?onship	
  of	
  “blackness”	
  
to	
  discourse	
  on	
  the	
  animal?	
  	
  	
  
Do	
  black	
  humans	
  “die”	
  or	
  “perish”?	
  

Sharon	
  P.	
  Holland	
  is	
  a	
  graduate	
  of	
  Princeton	
  University	
  (1986)	
  and	
  holds	
  a	
  
PhD	
  in	
  English	
  and	
  African	
  American	
  Studies	
  from	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  
Michigan.	
  	
  She	
  is	
  presently	
  a	
  Professor	
  in	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  American	
  
Studies	
  at	
  UNC-­‐Chapel	
  Hill.	
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